[Striato-pallido-dentate calcifications].
Striato-pallido-dentate calcifications (SPDC) is a well defined entity, characterized by calcium deposits in the basal ganglia, dentate nuclei and the centrum semiovale. Several metabolic derangements have been associated with this entity, particularly parathyroid disorders. The traditional designation of Fahr's syndrome should be restricted to the idiopathic cases. The authors report a study of seven patients with SPDC. Hypocalcemia was found in three cases, two with pseudohypoparathyroidism and one with hypoparathyroidism. Fahr's syndrome was diagnosed in four patients. Clinical and laboratory features are presented. Neurological manifestations included epilepsy, dementia and parkinsonism. Discussion focuses on the distinction of this entity from the small pallidal calcifications and on the pathophysiology of basal ganglia mineralisation, in view of recent reports.